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SCIENTISTS PUZZLED.

How Did Barbarous Tribes Get the Art
Works of Civilized People.
There is a guestion which constantly
haunts the antiguarian like a
ghost in an old house,  That question

mind
15, how did trifling matters—a song, a
come to he
the
mote and ignorant people? In

story, 4 game, a toy

scattered widely among most e
the
case of customs and of myths we may

often deem that the mind of man re

acts alike to the same impulses from
nature or from human needs.  An an
cestor of Ciibbon, who waw 4 herald

ind had been Blue Mantle, retired to
America in the seventeenth century
and there he found hernldic bearings
among the red men of Virginia,  The
savage dancers “were painted, some
party per pale,” ‘gui’ and ‘sab,’ s
‘party per fesse” of the same « 5
whenee Edward Gibbon inforred i
“heralidley was ingralted natyrally it
the sense of the human race. I'hat 1s,
heraldey 15 an “innate wea.”  As Mr,
Max Mualler remarks in s new voluni
of “Lectures on  heosophy,” we can
o longer aceept this theory
and  of “party per
s reatly made parts of the human

Certain  arrangementsy ol
certain  tindications of  line
age attractve  and
canvenient; so they have been adopt
ed everywhere. 1t is more puzzling
when we ind what is called in India
the “syvastika,” a cross with legs at vight
angles to the main limbs, not only ex
isting as a sacred cmblem in India, bt
carved on stones in South America
his does not seem to have an obvious
original meaning as a svmbol, 1s
merely an ornamental  desien to which

1deas

Crests,

fesse,” ot

intellect
colors,

by crests, are

the ITndmn mind later attached a sacred |y

sense? It s found on pottery from
Hissarlik, Dr. Schliemann's Troy, and
on old Mexican pottery L1 it 1w anly
a picce of decoration, like the Greek
key pattern and wave pattern, also
found i old Pero, we inay perhags
decide that the human mind naturally
hits on some simple patterns, like the
spirits of Myecenwean art, found also in
the rumed palace of Kuenaten, in
Egypt, and in New Zealand and Celtic
art,  We can conceive that the pattern
spread from Egypt and Greece and
thence 1o the Norsemen and the Celts,

but we can scarcely imagine that It was |t

carried in prehistoric times o New
Zenland, Again, Mr. Taylor has
traced an oviental form of backgaaamon
to Mexico, and we cannot be ecertain
whether a rather complicated
reached America frons Asli or was in-
dependently invented by the Aztecs,

A very curions example of this olass

game
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ot i iblem has been  discavered by .
S. Morse and is published in the Bul
letin of the Dssex Inmstitute, Salew,
Mass.  In the Ashmolean Museum at
Oxsford may be seen an old Egyptian
toy, found by Finders Petrie in the
cemetery of Hawara, Beahmu, and
Arsinoe, cities of the Fayoum I'he
cemetery of Hawara i3 only about as
as our era, which is maodern for
Egypt. The toy is of wood and
represents a Dird on whedls,  In the
neck is a hole, through which a string
was ted, and some child of Hawara
led his toy about by the strihg.  This
15 not a very obvious kind of oy, for
the movement of wheels 15 not hke the

old

hopof a bird.  In madern toyshops
dogs set on wheeled boards are com
mon ; in the Egyptian example there
15 no hoard, Lt the wheels are under

the wings and level with the body.
The Egypuans, of course, as a civilized

peaple had for thousands of years been |1«

famitliar  with
though rare In
Arouse CUriosity.

wheels, and the oy,
kind, has nothing to

But it s anether
matter when Mr, Morse discovers a
precisely sumtlar Aino toy, probahiy
some two  hundred years old,  The
Ainos are a peculiar bairy race; who
have a fable that they are descended

from bears, which they ignorantly wo
ship. They are, ur very lately were,
savages in a low grade, and with

wheels they have no acguaintance any
more than Liddesdale had before
Scott drove the first dogeart through
the region. Mr. Morse decides that
the bird, which he engraves, is not of
Japanese work-—the wheels have the
peculiarity of being “rregularly ovate,
rather than circular,” The hole for
the string 15 in the tail, and the jrreg-
ular wheel makes the bird hop when 1t
is dragged.  Here, then, we tind a rare
form of Egyptan toy, about 59 A. 0,
and ut the ends of the carth, among
the hairy Ainos, a smaller toy, remark
able for possessing wheels, otherwise
unused by the Ainos,  The problem
is, has. the pattern filtered far East in
some unknown manner, or has it been
independently invented, wheels apd all,
by some Aino genius, who never car
ried his valuable imvention any further ?
London Daily New
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